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Test specifications (Luoma, 2004)
1. Test's purpose:  
The purpose of this test is to evaluate students’ ability to tell a story and to talk about past events/experiences
2. Description of the examinees: 
2 examinees of 2nd high school students were chosen to pilot this test.  
3. Test level:  
Pre –intermediate.
4. Definition of construct: 
Communicative approach
5. Description of suitable language course or textbook: 
Looking ahead, unit 6 “celebrations”
6. Number of sections: 
This test contains 2 sections. The first one: sequence of events and the second task: talking about past events/experiences
7. Time for each section:
Task 1:  3 minutes 

Task 2:  4 minutes
8. Weighting for each section: See rubric page 9-10
9. Target language situation: 
This is a situation in which students are going to tell a story and talk about past events.
10. Text-types: 
Pictures.
11. Language skills to be tested: 
Speaking.

12. Language elements to be tested: 
Task completion, Fluency, (hesitation, self-correction), Accuracy (pronunciation, syntax, vocabulary), Message.
13. Test tasks: 
Speaking task 1: Please look at the six pictures below, they describe a special birthday that you had last year. I’d like you describe what happened, starting with picture number 1 and going through picture number 6. Take one minute to look at the pictures and think about your story. You have 2 minutes to tell the story.
Speaking task 2: Look at this picture. I’d like to describe the picture and then tell me the last time you and your family were together

You should say.

- Where you were 

- What you celebrated
- What you did
- How long you were together 

Take 1 minute to look at the picture and plan your response. You have 3 minutes to talk about the topic.

14. Test methods: 

Task 1: Student is asked to tell the story in the order given. He/she has one minute to look at the pictures and think about the story, and then it is expected that the student describes the events using past simple and sequential connectors.
Task 2: Student is asked to describe the picture given and then she/he has to talk about his/her experiences related to the topic.
15. Rubrics: See page 9-10
16. Criteria for marking: 
Task completion, Fluency, (hesitation, self-correction), Accuracy (pronunciation, syntax, vocabulary), Message.
17. Description of typical performance at each level: 
It is expected that 2° high school students are able to know and manage vocabulary related to the topic (celebrations) and simple grammatical structures (past simple). Furthermore, they should communicate in a competent way 
18. Description of what candidates at each level can do in the real world:  See pages 11-13
19. Sample papers: See pages 7-8
20. Sample on students’ performance on task: See page 11-13
Testing task (Fulcher, 2003)

	
	Task 1
	Task 2

	Task Orientation
	Guided.  The test taker has to follow the instructions given by the teacher; however the student is free to use different vocabulary and expressions.
	Guided.  The test taker has to follow the instructions given by the teacher; however the student is free to use different vocabulary and expressions.

	Interactional Relationship

	Non-interactional. The task is individual work; there is no interaction between speakers.
	One-way. The test taker has to describe the picture, but also the student has to talk about a topic, so the teacher may help using prompts.

	Goal Orientation
	None. There is no communication taking place.
	There is goal orientation, since the teacher may interact with the student.

	Interlocutor Status 
	Low.
	Low.


	Familiarity


	Balanced
	Balanced

	Topic(s):

	Celebrations, past events.
	Celebrations, past events and experiences.


Task 1
Please look at the six pictures below, they describe a special birthday you had last year. I’d like you describe what happened, starting with picture number 1 and going through picture number 6. Take one minute to look at the pictures and think about your story. You have 2 minutes to tell the story.
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Task 2
Look at this picture. I’d like to describe the picture and then tell me the last time you and your family were together
You should say.
- Where you were 

- What you celebrated
- What you did
- How long you were together 

Take 1 minute to look at the picture and plan your response. You have 3 minutes to talk about the topic.
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(Adapted from IELTS tests)
Task 1
Holistic rubric  

Speaking performance
Student´s name: _______________________________Score:___/8

	8 Excellent
	6 Good
	4 Acceptable
	2 Poor
	0 Unacceptable

	The purpose of the communication is achieved and clearly demonstrated. The message is relevant, easy to understand, and related to the topic.  Ideas are expressed coherently and well-organized The speaker expresses himself/herself fluently (minimal hesitation and self-correction). Student uses a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is achieved and demonstrated. The message is mostly relevant, understood and related to the topic. Ideas are expressed coherently and organized most of the time. The speaker expresses himself/herself quite fluently (few hesitation and self-correction). Student uses varied vocabulary related to the topic and few grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is pretty achieved and demonstrated. The message is sometimes misleading, but related to the topic. Ideas are sometimes expressed coherently and organized. The speaker expresses himself/herself almost fluently (some hesitations and self-correction disrupt the message) Student uses moderate vocabulary related to the topic and some grammar mistakes.

	The purpose of the communication is partly achieved and demonstrated. The message is rarely relevant to the topic and sometimes is hard to understand. Ideas are seldom expresses coherently and organized. The speaker does not express himself/herself quite fluent (many hesitation and self-correction disrupt the message). Student uses deficient vocabulary and many grammar mistakes.

	The purpose of the communication is not achieved and demonstrated. The message is not relevant and related to the topic. Ideas are expresses incoherently and disorganized. The speaker is not fluent at all (a lot of hesitations and self-correction) Student uses poor level of vocabulary and a lot of grammatical mistakes.



Comments__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 2

Holistic rubric
Speaking Performance  
Student´s name: _______________________________Score:___/8
	8 Excellent
	6 Good
	4 Acceptable
	2 Poor
	0 Unacceptable

	The purpose of the communication is achieved and clearly demonstrated. The message is relevant, easy to understand, and related to the topic.  Ideas are expressed coherently and well-organized The speaker expresses himself/herself fluently (minimal hesitation and self-correction). Student uses a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is achieved and demonstrated. The message is mostly relevant, understood and related to the topic. Ideas are expressed coherently and organized most of the time. The speaker expresses himself/herself quite fluently (few hesitation and self-correction). Student uses varied vocabulary related to the topic and few grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is pretty achieved and demonstrated. The message is sometimes misleading, but related to the topic. Ideas are sometimes expressed coherently and organized. The speaker expresses himself/herself almost fluently (some hesitations and self-correction disrupt the message) Student uses moderate vocabulary related to the topic and some grammar mistakes.


	The purpose of the communication is partly achieved and demonstrated. The message is rarely relevant to the topic and sometimes is hard to understand. Ideas are seldom expresses coherently and organized. The speaker does not express himself/herself quite fluent (many hesitation and self-correction disrupt the message). Student uses deficient vocabulary and many grammar mistakes.


	The purpose of the communication is not achieved and demonstrated. The message is not relevant and related to the topic. Ideas are expresses incoherently and disorganized. The speaker is not fluent at all (a lot of hesitations and self-correction) Student uses poor level of vocabulary and a lot of grammatical mistakes.




Comments__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Piloting and modifications
The task was accomplished by two students from 2° grade High School. The students were almost at the same level of English, due to the quality of their answer and vocabulary used at the moment of being assessed. Students were assessed individually.
Task 1

Both students easily follow the instructions in order to complete the task. The time was enough for completing the requirements. The rubric did well. 
After the evaluation, both instructor and the students gathered together, in order to provide feedback, so that the evaluation process was detailed

Communicative effectiveness was present in the rubric, however, the degrees were quite ambiguous in order to determine the test-taker’s performance, resulting in problems to establish a certain sense of accomplishment; therefore we added some adverbs as it follows:

Task 1
Holistic rubric “Speaking performance”
Students´name:_________________________________________score:_______/8

	8 Excellent
	6 Good
	4 Acceptable
	2 Poor
	0 Unacceptable

	The purpose of the communication is totally achieved and clearly demonstrated. The message is relevant, easy to understand, and related to the topic.  Ideas are expressed coherently and well-organized. The speaker expresses himself/herself fluently (minimal hesitation and self-correction). Student uses a wide range of vocabulary and no grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is fairly achieved and demonstrated. The message is mostly relevant, understood and related to the topic. Ideas are expressed coherently and organized most of the time. The speaker expresses himself/herself quite fluently (few hesitation and self-correction). Student uses varied vocabulary related to the topic and few grammatical mistakes.
	The purpose of the communication is briefly achieved and demonstrated. The message is sometimes misleading, but connected to the topic. Ideas are sometimes expresses coherently and organized. The speaker expresses himself/herself almost fluently (sometimes hesitations and self-correction disrupt the message) Student uses moderate vocabulary related to the topic and some grammar mistakes.


	The purpose of the communication is hardly achieved and demonstrated. The message is rarely relevant to the topic and sometimes is hard to understand. Ideas are seldom expresses coherently and organized. The speaker does not express himself/herself quite fluent (many hesitation and self-correction disrupt the message). Student uses deficient vocabulary and many grammar mistakes


	The purpose of the communication is not achieved and demonstrated. The message is not relevant and disconnected to the topic. Ideas are expresses incoherently and disorganized. The speaker is not fluent at all (lot of hesitations and self-correction) Student uses poor level of vocabulary and a lot of grammatical mistakes.




Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 2
After piloting, we realized that the holistic rubric for task 2 was too general to assess the students, due to the fact that it required that students used specific vocabulary and grammar structure that was taught previously; hence we decided to change for a rating scale to give students more guided information at the moment of being assessed. Also, we analysed different facts such as time and neatness of the instructions. In terms of time, the test-taker used the whole time to complete the task, without asking for an extension of time. Regarding instructions, the student focused its answer on his personal experience with his family, without taking into consideration the picture description. So we decided not to include the description of the picture in the task and focus on mainly in students’ personal experience.
Look at this picture. It shows a family sharing a special moment. Tell me the last time you and your family were together. 
You should say.
- Where you were
- What you did 

- How long you were together
- And say if you think your family will get together again soon or not, and why?

Take 1 minute to look at the picture and think about what you are going to say. You have 3 minutes to talk about the topic.
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(Adapted from IELTS tests)
Task 2

Rating Scale

Speaking performance

Students´name:_________________________________________score:_______/35
	Criteria 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Task completion (the purpose of the task is achieved)
	
	
	
	
	

	Fluency (hesitation, self-correction)
	
	
	
	
	

	Accuracy (pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar)
	
	
	
	
	

	Message (x2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicative Strategies (paraphrasing, non-linguistic strategies)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	/35


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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